
AP Human Geography 
Pre-Course Assignment 

 
Welcome to the exciting geographic journey that awaits you in AP Human Geography! 
The purpose of the following pre-course assignment is to get you in the habit of thinking 
geographically.  Throughout your summer, challenge yourself to think about the where 
and why of your summer experiences.  Keep up with world events.  Occasionally pick up 
a copy of National Geographic, Time, Newsweek, or The Economist and read a few 
articles.  Become more aware of the physical and human landscape that surrounds you. 
 
There are two parts to the pre-course assignment.  Part one is a book study that 
requires you to read an approved book (list included) and write a 5 paragraph narrative 
essay.  Part two is an analysis of three current events & periodicals in a 2 paragraph 
essay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are taking AP Human Geography YEAR ROUND on the A-B SCHEDULE with MR. 
SULLIVAN, this will be DUE on TUESDAY, AUGUST 4th – the 1st day of school!!! 

 
You can contact Mr. Sullivan at: SSullivan@bryan.k12.ga.us 

 
If you are taking AP Human Geography ONLY in the SPRING SEMESTER with MR. 

GRAHAM, JR, this will be DUE on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11th. 
 

You can contact Mr. Graham at: JGraham@bryan.k12.ga.us 



Part One: Book Study & Analysis 
 
Pick one of the books on the attached list.  Read the book and then write a 5-paragraph 
essay using the details below. This assignment should be typed.   
 
This essay should include an introduction.  Here you summarize what the author was 
saying.  What was the ‘big idea’?  This paragraph should not have any quotes from the 
book.  This is not your opinion.  What message was the author trying to convey.  What 
was the purpose of this book? 
 
The next three paragraphs are the body of the essay.  Here you should use quotes and 
react to the author’s message – at least one per paragraph.  Do you agree or disagree 
with the selected quote?  Why?  These paragraphs should be your opinion.  How did this 
book or the passage make you feel?  Is the author right or wrong?  Use personal 
experiences to reiterate your point.  Use background knowledge to defend your stance. 
 
The final paragraph should be a conclusion.  You should complete all your thoughts and 
reflections on the book as well as the author’s opinion and your reaction to it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMER READING OPTIONS – PICK ONE 
 
Confucius Lives Next Door: What Living in the East Teaches Us About Living in the West 
T. R. Reid (2000) 
Using anecdotes of his family's five-year sojourn in Tokyo and his own observations of 
Asian customs, media, and corporate practices, Washington Post bureau chief Reid 
offers a welcome exposé of modern Eastern Asia on the eve of what he terms "the Asian 
century." He contrasts Asia's ways with the West's in an effort to explain why the United 
States in particular does not measure up to the East on social stability indicators such as 
violent crime, theft, and single parenthood. Reid gives modern Asian trends a historical 
basis, with particularly keen insights into European imperialism's legacy there. 
Confucius's life and subsequent influence in both the East and West are illuminated.  
 
Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution—and How It Can Renew 
America 
Thomas L. Friedman (2008 or 2009) 
Friedman explains how global warming, rapidly growing populations, and the 
astonishing expansion of the world’s middle class through globalization have produced a 
planet that is “hot, flat, and crowded.” Already the earth is being affected in ways that 
threaten to make it dangerously unstable. In just a few years, it will be too late to fix 
things—unless the United States steps up now and takes the lead in a worldwide effort 
to replace our wasteful, inefficient energy practices with a strategy for clean energy, 
energy efficiency, and conservation that Friedman calls Code Green. 
 
Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal 
Eric Schlosser (2012) 
Everyone frets about the nutritional implications of excessive dining at America's fast-
food emporia, but few grasp the significance of how fast-food restaurants have 
fundamentally changed the way Americans eat. Schlosser documents the effects of fast 
food on America's economy, its youth culture, and allied industries, such as meatpacking, 
that serve this vast food production empire. Starting with a young woman who makes 
minimum wage working at a Colorado fast-food restaurant, Schlosser relates the oft-
told story of Ray Kroc's founding of McDonald's. In a striking chapter, Schlosser gives a 
glimpse into the little-known world of chemically engineered flavorings, both natural 
and artificial. The coming together of so many diverse social, scientific, and economic 
trends in a single industry makes this book a relevant, compelling read and a cautionary 
tale of the many risks generated by this ubiquitous industry.  
 
Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America's Man-Made Landscape 
James Howard Kunstler (1993) 
This book deals with suburbanization and urban development in the United States and 
how they have altered our cultural landscape and created a uniform landscape. 
 
 



The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad 
Fareed Zakaria (2003) 
Zakaria contends that something has gone wrong with democracy in America, which has 
descended into "a simple-minded populism that values popularity and openness." The 
solution, Zakaria says, is more appointed bodies, like the World Trade Organization and 
the U.S. Supreme Court, which are effective precisely because they are insulated from 
political pressures. 
 
Longitudes and Attitudes 
Thomas Friedman (2003) 
Friedman's exceptionally frank and convincing columns offer an insightful post-
September 11 diary. He asks questions surrounding that day and offers a reporter's 
perspective on the world from outside U.S. borders. 
 
The Middle of Everywhere: The World’s Refugees Come to Our Town 
Mary Pipher (2003)  
Though Lincoln, Nebraska, seems a strange gathering place for refugees from all corners 
of the globe, it is the setting for Mary Pipher's The Middle of Everywhere, an ardent, 
anecdotal, and at times moving study of some new arrivals to the United States. Pipher 
emphasizes the resiliency of the refugees—from Laos, Bosnia, Northern Iraq, Sudan, 
Afghanistan, and the former Soviet Union—whose homeland tales of death, privation, 
torture, and multi-pronged persecution vary only in the details. In America the refugees 
must learn a new language and pick their way among the temptations and wonders of a 
complex land. Does a Publishers Clearing House notice mean one is a millionaire? What 
is aluminum foil? Is an overdue library book a punishable offense?  
 
States of Mind 
Brad Herzog (2000)  
A philosophical, historical and conversational journey across America, an attempt to find 
the virtues lost amid the negativity and disillusionment of the late 1990s. It is an 
excursion into the American scene and the American psyche. States of Mind re-
examines the state of the union.  It is the small town as microcosm, the hamlet as 
allegory. Within the context of each state of mind explored and within the confines of 
each town, there are excursions into concepts. The location of each town also provides 
an opportunity for pertinent historical detours. 
 
The World Is Flat 
Thomas Friedman (2005) 
The title is a metaphor for viewing the world as a level playing field in terms of 
commerce, where all competitors have an equal opportunity. As the first edition cover 
illustration indicates, the title also alludes to the perceptual shift required for countries, 
companies, and individuals to remain competitive in a global market where historical 
and geographical divisions are becoming increasingly irrelevant. 
 



Power of Place 
Harm de Blij (2010) 
Globalization may indeed level the global playing field for the “fortunate minority in 
control of, in the path of, or with access to the mainstreams of modernization,” 
concedes de Blij, but the great majority of the earth’s six billion people face obstacles 
that are steeper than ever. Not the first book to decry the dramatic contrasts between 
the “globals,” the locals, and the “mobals” (migrants), this selection is nevertheless 
unique in cataloging the myriad ways in which such contrasts are informed by 
geographic factors, including language, natural resources, urbanization, and 
environmental risks. De Blij is as engaging as ever, and his fear for our collective future is 
evident on every page. 
 
How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization 
Franklin Foer (2010) 
Globalization means different things to different people. To those who favor it, it 
represents fewer reasons for armed conflicts, more opportunities for escaping the 
confines of tradition and narrow-mindedness, a higher standard of living, and more 
access to the good things of life; in short, capitalism and democracy. To those who 
mistrust it or hate it, it means the submersion of national sovereignty, the extinction of 
regional cultures, the enrichment of multinational corporations and the bankruptcy of 
corner stores, the undermining of religion, and the corruption of morality; in short, 
capitalism and democracy. 
 
10 Geographic Ideas That Changed the World 
Susan Hanson (2013) 
When geographic ideas change the world in our heads, the impact can be read on the 
ground and in our lives. In these thought-provoking, witty essays, some of America's 
most distinguished geographers explore ten geographic ideas that have literally changed 
the world and the way we think and act. They tackle ideas that impose shape on the 
world, ideas that mold our understanding of the natural environment, and ideas that 
establish relationships between people and places. Every one of these ideas has had--
and continues to have—a deep effect on the way we understand the world and our 
place in it. 
 
The Revenge of Geography 
Robert D. Kaplan (2013) 
In The Revenge of Geography, Kaplan builds on the insights, discoveries, and theories of 
great geographers and geopolitical thinkers of the near and distant past to look back at 
critical pivots in history and then to look forward at the evolving global scene. Kaplan 
traces the history of the world’s hot spots by examining their climates, topographies, 
and proximities to other embattled lands.  
 
 
 



Part Two: Current Events  
 
Over the course of the summer, find and read any THREE articles of your own choosing 
from current newspapers, news magazines, or other periodicals.  The Economist, 
Newsweek, National Geographic, or Time are good sources but any will suffice.  Internet 
news sites such as CNN, BBC, & USA Today, and others that deal with some current 
event or geography-related issues would also be good choices.  Pick something that 
sparks your interest or want to know more about.  Topics you can look for include (but 
are not limited to): current political and ethnic conflicts around the world, world food 
and health issues, natural disasters and the human response to them, fluctuating 
gas/energy prices, the current political landscape in the U.S., human rights issues, the 
national and global economic crisis, trade issues, challenges to the environment in the 
United States or around the world, and basically any topic/event/issue relating to 
human (culture) or physical geography. Do the following for each article: 
 
Read the article.  If it’s online print it.  If it a printed media like a magazine or newspaper, 
either cut it out or make a copy.  I need to know the source as well as be able to read it 
to critique your response so please include it when you turn in your completed project. 
 
You should have two paragraphs.  In the first, you should summarize the articles in a few 
sentences.  What’s the main idea?  What’s the author’s point of view?  In the same 
paragraph you should discuss which geographic standard(s) the article covers.  You can 
find the 18 geographic standards included in this packet.  Use examples from the article 
to support your choice.  You can pick more than 1 geographic standard but no more 
than three. 
 
In the second paragraph, you should give your opinion on this topic.  Is the author right 
or wrong?  Are their solutions to the problem?  What is being done to bring about 
change?  Is the author realistic in his/her ideas & beliefs?  This should totally be your 
opinion but it should have support from examples or previous knowledge. 
 
Staple your paragraphs to your articles and include them with your book study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



18 GEOGRAPHIC STANDARDS 
 
The World in Spatial Terms 

1. How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies 
to acquire, process, and report information. 

2. How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and 
environments. 

3. How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on 
Earth's surface. 
 

Places and Regions 
4. The physical and human characteristics of places. 
5. That people create regions to interpret Earth's complexity. 
6. How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions. 

 
Physical Systems 

7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface. 
8. The characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems on Earth's surface. 

 
Human Systems 

9. The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's 
surface. 

10. The characteristics, distributions, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics. 
11. The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface. 
12. The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement. 
13. How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and 

control of Earth's surface. 
 

Environment and Society 
14. How human actions modify the physical environment. 
15. How physical systems affect human systems. 
16. The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of 

resources. 
 

The Uses of Geography 
17. How to apply geography to interpret the past. 
18. To apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future 

 
 


